Lafweette Callege
studnts doing
il GuichiTy
mAarHteing.

Water Quality Monitoring

onitoring of Bushkill Creek is or has

been conducted by studenes and fac-
uly ar Lafayerte College, srudents ar Fasron
and Pen Argyl High Schools, and local
cicrzens in the Retred and Sentor Volunneer
Program (RSVT). Automared stream gauges
obtained by grants
are maintained by
Lafayerte faculey,

-

and contnuously B
=

record stream stage,
conductviry, and
CeMm perature at sev-
eral locanons in the
warershed. Easton 8
Area High School studenes monitor che
Bushkill in Easton near the Rr 22 overpass.
Pen Argyl High School srudents have
monitored warer qualiny in the Lictle
Bushkill. Finally, RAVT monicors warer
qualiry ar nine locations wsing Lamotte
test kits. Collectively, the data are used o
identify problem arcas of the stream, as
well as to serve as a baseline against which
to- compare future water qualiy dara. The
program has idenrified several areas in the
lovwrer Bushkill as impaired.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

B Mainrain narural vegeraton near
streams and wetlands

B Inspect and pump sepric ranks
regularly

B Limit use of lawen Fertilizer, If you
use Fertlizer, be sure to test gty
soil first to derermine iF fertlizer is
needed or how much is needad
(Comract Penn State ['n-c'||1|\'r.|ri1.-r-
Exvension at H10-746- 197

B Maintain your vehicle o prevent
il lemles

B Propedy dispose af hazardous wastes
aned their comtainers at 2 hazardous

LRI :!n.:-|1 'l!:ll'l- cemier

B Maintain a desiralsle S0- w1080 4008
nagural vegetative buffer aroancd

wietlands, streams, ponds, amd lakes

[ | Ih‘L:u'th' all suicable marerials o
reduce demand on landfills

B Geer invodved wirh the Bushkill
H':J camy Losnset '.-;J.l'n.'_:.-

BUSHEILL STREAM

CONSERVANCY _

R O.Box 399
Tatamy, PA 18085-0399

wivw. bushkill.org

WATER QUALITY

AND
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What is a Watershed WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLES

watershed is the entire area of land
(including roads, yards, fields, and forest)

B Reduce pollurion o the soream

: I Protect and restore the eoological integrity
that drains to a warerbody, such as a stream, £ £ R Cgri

af s 5
pond, or lake. A watershed may contain f stroam

B Protect and restore agquatic, rparian, and
terrestrial habitars

many smaller sub-warersheds for s individaul
eriburary streams, crecks, brooks, and runs.

The water quality of streams, ponds, and lakes B Protect and restare wetlands

is directly impacred by the activites occurring B Protect and resore forest cover

throughout a warershed. B Incresse public involvement

Warershed management is an important pare B Improve water qualicy

f . I i e Sunderas fapr WaTh Erasith Ol i oG rhe Birilie il Creek
of protecting water quality beciuse I focuses I Encourage environmentally sound planning

on the causes rather than just the .
i . J e Land Use & Water Q‘Hﬂfﬂf B Increase stormwarer infiliraton
symproms of degradarion. b _ _ )
5 ) In forested areas, water is slowed down, nutrents and B 'rotect and restore greenways
T ] .\.'\. -
YL other pollutanes are filtered and absorbed, and cooler water
Y A Vi remperatures are maintained, However, when natural areas Wetlands &
. 'i' ! h
: = \ 1 ) are converted ro agricultural, residennial, commercial, and Water Quality
" i st 15, = i . ol LTS
e mdu.. trial land « ses, water qu_:tln'_'.r may hx compromised Werlands play an
J A and in somie cases is severely impacted, These land uses can important role in
{1 I. .ﬁ:-n.\;l.l . - . 2 - .
\ P \ pollute both surface water and groundwater 'i‘-j'll.'l'l nutrients, protecting the qualicy
- I'"-.l A h_v:w;t' hmv_mla. ha:‘lrr!'mm il -.'Il]nJ. gn‘:lgw. an]i-IJ toxing, In addi- of surface water and
Loy o, ' TOAS YIS 5 % bhat acoo
- L tion, the increased impervious surfaces that accompany groundwarer resources,
Lt . development prevent infiloration of warer, Thev rechuce storm-
e y reduce
A Ty weater runcff, protect
L & Potential Sources of Surface and P

downstream areas from
flooding, serve as

The Bushkill Creek

Warershed s omprasies

Groundwater Contamination

"
B equnare miles of e B Municipal kandfills B Road salr groundwater recharge
Northamypton Counry, P4, N _ _ L o
stretohing from Bie B Livestock waste B Leaky sewer lines sItcs, r-:-.]u-;..-. the
Moumtain to the B Parking Arcas B Fertilizers amount of sediment

Dl River in Easlon, Pl -:nl.'a'ring WALCTWAYE,

{rvar for B corafised wath B Pesticides B Herbicides and take b nuEents
the atfer Bushkil! Creek of | B Erosion problems P :
neighboring Monroe Coumtyh, : and heavy merals.

Most of the creek is classified as etk | B Failing on-site septic systems
o HO-CWF stresarr for Migh P Moty

Chaenlity Cold Woarer Fisfuery

. _ _ Reivend and Senior Vohwfeer
B Runalf froem abandoned mines and quarmies Program (REWP) members

STHE I Sk bl Craek,




